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Before either of these attachments he had been
affianced, or so it was said, to the daughter of
Pedro, Emperor of Brazil, and to the Grand
Duchess Olga, second daughter of Tsar Nicholas I,
in addition to other ventures which might be
regarded as the inevitable entanglements of a
susceptible young man. During the brief period
of the Presidency his marriage schemes had sup-
planted one another in bewildering succession.
A sister of the King of Spain, a Princess of Leuch-
tenberg, a Princess of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen,
and a Duchess of Braganza had figured on the
long list of those for whose hand he aspired in
vain. Now that he was an Emperor, he felt that
he might expect to contract an alliance with one
of the royal houses of Europe, but to his chagrin
all his overtures were severely rebuffed. In three
directions he pressed his suit with vigour; first
with Princess Caroline Vasa of Sweden, then with
Princess Adelaide of Hohenlohe, a niece of Queen
Victoria, and lastly with the daughter of the Duke
of Cambridge. In each case he met with a firm,
if polite, refusal.

With the fact brought home to him that none of
the royal houses would welcome him as a son-in-
law, he wisely decided to make a virtue out of
necessity and exploit his position as a parvenu by
contracting a marriage which would flatter the
democratic sentiments of his people. He was the